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SERMON NOTES

CHALLENGE

To prevent non-believers from transitioning from
his kingdom of darkness to join God’s kingdom of
light, Satan schemed to distract the apostles from
teaching the word of God (Romans 10:13-15) by
having them spend their valuable time attending
to tables. His strategy was to fan the flames of
hostility, strife, and division among believers,
caused by injustice and negative ethnicity. The
resulting discord would divert the apostles’
from their core calling
of prayer and the Word of God to administrative
matters. Led by the Holy Spirit, the apostles quickly
identifiedthe scheme and addresseditaccordingly.

THE CALLING

“So the Twelve gathered all the disciples

together and said, ‘It would not be right for usto
the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on
tables.”

(Acts 6:2 NIV)

CHARACTER
“Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from

among you who are known to be full of the
...  (Acts 6:3a NIV)




COMPETENCE
“Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from

among you who are known to be full of ....
... (Acts 6:3a NIV)

COMMITMENT
“...We will turn this over
to them.” (Acts 6:3b)

CHEMISTRY

“This proposal pleased the group.
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to
Judaism.” (Acts 6:6 NIV)

CONCLUSION
“So the word of God spread. The number of
disciples in Jerusalem rapidly, and

a large number of priests became obedient to the
faith.” (Acts 6:7 NIV)
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